[Effects of naproxen (naprosyne) on the metabolism of arthrotic cartilage in man in vivo].
Degradative enzyme (proteoglycanase and collagenase) as well as proteoglycan synthesis enzyme (glycosyl-transferase) activity was studied in osteoarthritic fibrillated cartilage. Proteoglycanase activity was significantly lower in 10 patients with hip osteoarthritis treated with Naproxen (1 g/daily for 4 weeks) than in 10 patients treated with acetaminophen. Synthesis enzyme activity was similar in both groups. The results which confirm in vitro studies suggest that naproxen has not toxic effect on human osteoarthritic cartilage and could rather be beneficial.